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WOLVERINE BASE HOSTS CHRISTMAS PARTY 
The Wolverine Base Christmas Party was held on 17 
December 2017.  Members, spouses, significant 
others, and guests gathered at the Hamlin Pub in 
Shelby Township for the gala, organized by Base 
Treasurer Bob Walsh, and presided over by Base 
Commander Fred Kinzel. 

Although for the most part a festive occasion, the 
meeting included a “Tolling of the Boats” for those 
boats lost in December, in honor of our shipmates 
on Eternal Patrol 

 

NEW HOLLAND CLUB MEMBER 
At the Wolverine Base November meeting, Base Commander Fred Kinzel 
presented member Winter R. J. Hill with his Holland Club certificate.  
Membership in the Holland Club recognizes those subvets who have 
been qualified for fifty years or more.  As a Torpedoman’s Mate, Mr. Hill 
qualified in USS Razorback (SS-394) in 1964.   

He proudly joins the other four Wolverine Base Holland Club members: 

Richard “Ozzie” Osentoski , USS Ronquil (SS-396) - 1963 
Phil Klintworth, USS Remora (SS-487) - 1964 
Tim Redman , USS Sirago (SS-485) - 1965 
Jim Shankie , USS Hardhead (SS-365) - 1966 
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USS SNOOK REUNION 
USS Snook (SSN-592) held a crew reunion in Detroit on 18-21 September 2017.  The event was organized by 
Wolverine Base member Tom Strasser, who served in Snook as a Sonar Technician in the 1980s.  The reunion 
was based at the Best Western Greenfield Inn. 

Tours of the Henry Ford Museum and the Ford Rouge 
Factory took up the first full day of the reunion.  The 
museum is a large indoor and outdoor history museum 
complex which contains trains, planes and (of course) 
automotive displays, Edison’s laboratory, the Wright 
Brother’s bicycle shop and many more historical exhibits.  
The River Rouge Plant is where Ford Motor Company has 
built cars since the Model A.  Today the facility 
manufactures the F-150 truck.  A highlight of the factory 
tour was comments by Tom Strasser, who in his current 
employment programs some of the robots that perform 
much of the vehicle assembly. 

 

 19 September involved a road trip to the USS Silversides (SS-
236) Museum in Muskegeon, MI, on the Lake Michigan shore.  
Silversides is a Gato-class submarine that earned twelve 
battle stars and one Presidential Unit Citation for service in 
World War II.  She is credited with sinking 23 ships, the third-most 
of any allied World War II submarine, behind only the USS Tang 
and USS Tautog.  The tonnage of the ships sunk by Silversides 
amounted to 90,080 tons, second only to Tang's total.   

Although a museum ship for many years, Silversides still 
smells like a submarine, bringing fond memories to the 
subvets. The submarine veterans were also allowed to enter 
areas of the boat that are normally not accessible to the 
general public, like the conning tower and pump room.  [Ed. 
Note: …did not remember the ladders being that narrow or 
the hatches being so small.]  Following the boat tour, the 
subvets visited the shore-side museum and memorial. 

 

A final reunion dinner at the Best Western Greenfield Inn on 
21September, followed by late night drinks and reminiscing, 
brought the reunion to a close.   

 

Wolverine Base members at the Silversides Memorial: 
Phil Klintworth (3rd from left); Tom Strasser (far right) 
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VETERANS’ NIGHT AT JIMMY JOHN’S FIELD 
The United Shore Professional Baseball 
League held a Veterans Appreciation 
Night at Jimmy Johns Field in Utica, MI 
on 2 September 2017.  Wolverine Base 
was well represented by several 
members and guests.  The game 
featured the Westside Wooly 
Mammoths (the home team) and the 
Eastside Diamond Hoppers.  The Wooly 
Mammoths pulled out an exciting win. 

 

Prior to the game the veterans were 
asked to come out on the, field and 
stood on the first and third baselines 
during the National Anthem. 

 
 

 

DECOMMISSIONING OF USS DALLAS (SSN-700) 
US Navy’s Los Angeles-class fast attack submarine USS 
Dallas (SSN 700) was inactivated in a ceremony held at 
Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor on 5 December 2017.  The 
ceremony marked the end of 36 years of service for the 
nuclear-powered boat.  Capt. Robert Jezek, Commander, 
Submarine Force U.S. Pacific Fleet, Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard Representative was the guest speaker for the 
event. 

“The decommissioning of Dallas marks the end for this 
amazing submarine that has served our country for more 
than 36 years,” said Jezek. “When commissioned on July 
18, 1981, Dallas was hailed as the cutting edge of the 
nation’s defense system. For all these years Dallas 
carried out missions vital to national security, deployed 14 times, steamed over one million miles, visited over 
30 countries, stared in one blockbuster movie, and has been considered home for hundreds of Sailors over the 
years, some of which are in the audience today.”  One of those crewmembers was MMCM(SS) Bob Walsh, 
USN (Ret), from Wolverine Base USSVI, who served in Dallas 1990-1992 (pictured above with an unidentified 
crewmember).   

Dallas was featured prominently in the Tom Clancy novel, “The Hunt for Red October,” and its film adaptation.  
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LOST BOATS [JANUARY – MARCH] 
USS Scorpion (SS-278) 
Lost on Jan 5, 1944 with the loss of 77 officers and men in the 
East China Sea, on her 4th war patrol.  It is assumed she was 
sunk by a mine.   

USS Argonaut (SS-166) 
Lost on Jan 10, 1943 with the loss of 102 officers and men off 
Rabaul, on her 3rd war patrol.  While attacking a convoy, she 
torpedoed a Jap destroyer who along with 2 other destroyers 
depth charged her.  As she tried to surface, the destroyers 
sank her by gun fire. 

USS Swordfish (SS-193) 
Lost on Jan 12, 1945 with the loss of 89 officers and men 
somewhere near Okinawa, on her 13th war patrol.  Probably 
was lost to a mine.   

USS S-36 (SS-141) 
Lost on Jan 20, 1942 with no loss of life, on her 2nd war 
patrol.  She ran hard aground on a reef and radioed for help.  
The entire crew was rescued by a Dutch ship after they 
scuttled her.   

USS S-26 (SS-131) 
Lost on Jan 24, 1942 with the loss of 46 officers and men in 
the Gulf of Panama, on her 2nd war patrol.  She was rammed 
by the USS PC-460 and sunk within seconds.  The CO, XO and 
one lookout on the bridge, were the only survivors.   

USS Barbel (SS-316) 
Lost on Feb 4, 1945 with the loss of 81 officers and men on 
her 4th war patrol.  Based on Japanese records, she was 
bombed near the southern entrance to the Palawan Passage.   

USS Shark I (SS-174) 
Lost on Feb 11, 1942 with the loss of 59 officers and men on 
her 1st war patrol.  Shark was the 1st US submarine sunk by 
enemy surface craft in the Pacific.  She was most likely sunk 
by depth charges.   

USS Amberjack (SS-219) 
Lost on Feb 16, 1943 with the loss of 72 officers and men on 
her 3rd war patrol.  Off Rabaul, she was attacked by a 
Japanese patrol plane, attacked by a torpedo boat and then 
depth charged by a subchaser.  One additional man was killed 
earlier on the last patrol.   

USS Grayback (SS-208) 
Lost on Feb 26, 1944 with the loss of 80 officers and men on 
her 10th war patrol.  She appears to have been caught on the 
surface in the East China Sea by a Japanese carrier plane 
whose bombs made a direct hit.  During this patrol she sank 4 
ships totaling 21,594 tons and was tied for 11th in the 
number of ships sunk.   

USS Trout (SS-202) 
Lost on Feb 29, 1944 with the loss of 81 officers and men on 
her 11th war patrol.  She was sunk by escorts in the middle of 

the Philippines Basin after sinking a passenger-cargoman and 
damaging another in a convoy.   

USS Perch (SS-176) 
Lost on March 3, 1942 near Java with no immediate loss of 
life, while on her 1st war patrol.  She survived 2 severe depth 
chargings in less than 200 feet of water by 3 Japanese 
destroyers.  The crew abandoned ship and scuttled her.  Of 
the 59 officers and men taken prisoner, 53 survived the war 
and six died as POWs.   

USS Grampus (SS-207) 
Lost on March 5, 1943 with the loss of 71 officers and men, 
on her 6th war patrol. She was lost in Vella Gulf, sunk after 
engaging 2 Japanese Destroyers.   

USS H-1 (SS-28) 
Lost on March 12, 1920 with the loss of 4 men as they tried to 
swim to shore after grounding on a shoal off Santa Margarita 
Island, off the coast of Baja California, Mexico.  Vestal (AR-4), 
pulled H-1 off the rocks in the morning of 24 March, only to 
have her sink 45 minutes later in some 50 feet of water.  She 
was originally named the USS Seawolf before becoming H-1.   

USS Triton (SS-201) 
Lost on March 15, 1943 with the loss of 74 men.  She was 
sunk north of the Admiralty Islands during a fight with 3 
Japanese Destroyers.  Triton was the 1st boat to engage the 
enemy in December 1941 off Wake Island, sinking 9 ships, 1 
submarine and a destroyer.   

USS Kete (SS-369) 
Lost on March 20, 1945 with the loss of 87 officers and men 
at the end of her 2nd war patrol.  Probably sunk near 
Okinawa, by a Japanese submarine that itself was 
subsequently lost.   

USS F-4 (SS-23) 
Lost on March 25, 1915 with the loss of 21 men.  She 
foundered 1.5 miles off of Honolulu when acid corrosion of 
the lead lining of the battery tank let seawater into the 
battery compartment, causing loss of control.  She was raised 
in August 1915.   

USS Tullibee (SS-284) 
Lost on March 26, 1944 with the loss of 79 officers and men, 
on her 4th war patrol.  It's believed she was a victim of a 
circular run by one of her own torpedoes.  The lookout was 
the only survivor and he survived the war as a Japanese 
prisoner.   

USS Trigger (SS-237) 
Lost on March 26, 1945 with the loss of 89 officers and men, 
on her 12th war patrol.  She was lost during a combined 
attack by Japanese antisubmarine vessels and aircraft.  
Trigger ranked 7th in total tonnage sunk and tied for 8th in 
number of ships sunk.   
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Our purpose is To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their 

duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation 
toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution. 

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for 
the mutual benefit and enjoyment. Our common heritage as Submariners shall be strengthened by camaraderie.  We 
support a strong U.S. Submarine Force. 

The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will bring about the perpetual remembrance of those 
shipmates who have given the supreme sacrifice. The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it 
comes in contact with about the services our submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible the 
freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today. 
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