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WOLVERINE BASE AT THE SALINE MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 
The Saline community saw for the first time the “Tolling of the Boats” ceremony on Memorial Day, 2018.  
Wolverine Base members marched in the parade through downtown Saline to Oakwood Cemetery where the 
post-parade ceremonies took place.  The crowd stood in absolute silence, many with their hats off, while Base 
Commander Fred Kinzel rang the bell as Phil Klintworth read the roster of lost boats. 

   
Dan Fay (COB) and Fred Kinzel (Base Cdr) march with the base banner. Phil Klintworth’s 1965 Morgan roadster 

 
 Fred tolls the bell Phil reads the roster of lost boats 
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Wolverine Base members Dan Fay, Darryl Skop, Fred Kinzel, Dave Horvath, Phil Klintworth 

 

   
Base Commander Fred Kinzel and American Legion Sgt-at-Arms George Perrault lay the SubVets wreath at the monument 

Photos courtesy of Katie Fay and Phil Klintworth 
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CHRIS METCALF's WEDDING RING 
The Backstory:  In January 2016 your friendly newsletter editor gave a presentation to the Detroit Regional 
Yacht Racing organization about USS Tautog (SSN-639) operations in the Arctic Ocean.  Mr. Timothy Metcalf, a 
member in attendance, and knowing the presentation concerned Tautog, gave me the following story.  It is 
included here with the kind permission of Mr. Metcalf and his son, Chris. 

Chris' Story: 

When it came time to make my wedding band, I 
wanted something unique made out of a rare 
material with an interesting history.  Joking with 
my best man about how I wanted it to be made 
out of the "titanium pressure hull of a Soviet 
nuclear submarine," he responded that he didn't 
have anything Soviet, but he did have access to 
part of an American submarine.  When he was 
interning at Bremerton Naval Shipyard, they were 
going through the process of scrapping the SSN 
Tautog, and there was a whole dumpster full of 
fist-sized chunks of the pressure hull.  He'd 
acquired a piece and had been using it as a 
paperweight.  With the help of another close 
friend, who is an amazing art fabricator and welder, we turned the chunk of raw HY-100 steel alloy into a 
durable ring that only gets better the longer I wear it.  
 

 

DOWNRIVER VETERANS DAY 
Wolverine Base had a table and an exhibit at the Downriver Veterans’ Day event on 19 May in Wyandotte, 
Michigan.  The event was sponsored by the Downriver for Veterans organization, a non-profit group that 
provides assistance to veterans in the downriver communities south of Detroit and north of Monroe, MI.  Dan 
Fay, Base COB, spearheaded the base’s participation in the event. 

 
 Dan greets a visitor Bob stops for lunch 
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Downriver for Veterans group picture.  In spite of periodic rain showers, all had a great time. 

 

SECOND ANNUAL SPORTING CLAYS 
Wolverine Base held its second annual Sporting Clays Fundraiser at the Detroit Sportsmen’s Congress on 
Saturday June 2.  The event included one round of clays, one five-stand, ammunition, and lunch. 

     
 Attaboy! Katie takes a shot 
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The Magnificent Six 

Photos courtesy of Katie Fay 
 

 

COMING EVENTS 
15 Jul 1600 Monthly base meeting, Hamlin Pub (22 Mile Rd & Hayes, Shelby Twp)  

19 Aug 1300 2nd Annual Bubblehead BBQ (Ozzie’s house - 3701 Brookshire St., Trenton, MI 48183) 
Spouses / guests invited   [Please RSVP before 13 Aug : 734-671-3439 / ussronquil@yahoo.com] 

16 Sep 1600 Monthly base meeting, Hamlin Pub (22 Mile Rd & Hayes, Shelby Twp) 

21 Oct 1600 Monthly base meeting, Hamlin Pub (22 Mile Rd & Hayes, Shelby Twp) 

21-28 Oct  USSVI National Convention (Caribbean cruise)  

 

 

 

LOST BOATS [July – September] 
USS S-28 (SS-133) 
Lost on July 4,1944 with the loss of 49 crew members. She 
was conducting training exercises off Hawaii with the US 
Coast Guard Cutter Reliance. After S-28 dove for a practice 
torpedo approach, Reliance lost contact. No distress signal or 
explosion was heard. Two days later, an oil slick was found 
near where S-28 had been. The exact cause of her loss 
remains a mystery.   

USS Robalo (SS-273) 
Lost on July 26,1944 with the loss of 81 crew members while 
on her 3rd war patrol. She struck a mine about 2 miles off the 
coast of Palawan. Four men survived and swam ashore, then 
were imprisoned by the Japanese. Unfortunately, they were 
put on a Japanese destroyer and lost when that destroyer 
was sunk.   
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USS Grunion (SS-216) 
Lost on July 30,1942 with the loss of 70 crew members while 
on her first war patrol near Kiska Harbor. She radioed that 
she sank two sub-chasers and damaged a third, but was never 
heard from again. Grunion’s mangled remains were found in 
the Bering Sea in 2006 off the Aleutian Island of Kiska.   

USS Bullhead (SS-332) 
Lost on August 6,1945 with the loss of 84 crew members in 
the Lombok Strait while on her 3rd war patrol when sunk by a 
depth charge dropped by a Japanese Army p lane. Bullhead 
was the last submarine lost during WWII.   

USS Flier (SS-250) 
Lost on August 13,1944, with the loss of 78 crew members 
while on her 2nd war patrol. Flier was transiting on the 
surface when she was rocked by a massive explosion 
(probably a mine) and sank within less than a minute. 13 
survivors, some injured, made it into the water and swam to 
shore. 8 survived and 6 days later friendly natives guided 
them to a Coast Watcher and they were evacuated by the 
USS Redfin (SS-272).   

USS S-39 (SS-144) 
Lost on August 13,1942 after grounding on a reef south of 
Rossel Island while on her 3rd war patrol. The entire crew 
was able to get off and rescued by the HMAS Katoomba.   

USS Harder (SS-257) 
Lost on August 24,1944 with the loss of 79 crew members 
from a depth charge attack by a minesweeper near Bataan 
while on her 6th war patrol. Harder had won a Presidential 
Unit Citation for her first 5 war patrols and CDR Dealey was 
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor posthumously. 
Harder is tied for 9th in the number of enemy ships sunk.   

USS Cochino (SS-345) 
Lost on August 26, 1949 after being jolted by a violent polar 
gale off Norway caused an electrical fire and battery 
explosion that generated hydrogen and chlorine gasses. In 
extremely bad weather, men of Cochino and Tusk (SS-426) 
fought to save the submarine for 14 hours. After a 2nd 

battery explosion, Abandon Ship was ordered and Cochino 
sank. Tusk's crew rescued all of Cochino's men except for one 
civilian engineer. Six sailors from Tusk were lost during the 
rescue.   

USS S-5 (SS-110) 
Lost on September 1, 1920 when a practice dive went wrong 
and she sank bow-first, with her stern showing above the 
water. In a dramatic adventure, her exhausted crew was 
rescued during the next few days. Salvage attempts were 
unsuccessful, S-5 settled to the bottom and was abandoned.   

USS Grayling (SS-209) 
Lost on Sept 9, 1943 with the loss of 76 men near the Tablas 
Strait. Grayling was on her 8th war patrol and sank two ships 
before being lost.   

USS Pompano (SS-181) 
Pompano was sunk (between Sept 17 and Oct 5) with the loss 
of 77 men while on her 7th war patrol. Possibly lost on Sept 
17, 1943. Japanese records show that a submarine was sunk 
in her patrol area on 17 September by air & depth charge 
attack off the Aomori Prefecture near Shiriya Zaki. Before 
being lost, she sank two enemy cargo ships. The exact cause 
of her loss remains unknown, but she probably was sunk by 
the air/sea attack above or fell victim to a mine on or after 
9/25/1943. This boat's last recorded ship (Taiko Maru) sunk 
happened on Sept 25th, so she probably hit a mine on or 
after that date but before Oct 5th, when she was scheduled 
back at Midway.   

USS S-51 (SS-162) 
Lost on Sept 25, 1925 with the loss of 33 men when it was 
sunk after collision with SS City of Rome off Block Island.   

USS Cisco (SS-290) 
Lost on Sept 28, 1943 on her first war patrol with the loss of 
76 men in the Sulu Sea west of Mindinao.   

 

 

Lost Harbor 
by Leslie Nelson Jennings 

 

There is a port of no return, where ships 

May ride at anchor for a little space 

And then, some starless night, the cable slips, 

Leaving an eddy at the mooring place . . . 

Gulls, veer no longer. Sailor, rest your oar. 

No tangled wreckage will be washed ashore. 
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Our purpose is To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their 

duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation 
toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution. 

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for 
the mutual benefit and enjoyment. Our common heritage as Submariners shall be strengthened by camaraderie.  We 
support a strong U.S. Submarine Force. 

The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will bring about the perpetual remembrance of those 
shipmates who have given the supreme sacrifice. The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it 
comes in contact with about the services our submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible the 
freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wolverine Base 

Macomb County, Michigan 
(586) 945-8561 

https://www.ussvimich.org/ 

Officers   
Base Commander:  Frederick J Kinzel 
Sr. Vice Commander:  Philip G. Klintworth 
Secretary:  Denise Walsh 
Treasurer:  Robert S. Walsh 
Chief of the Boat:  Dan Fay 
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