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WOLVERINE BASE HOSTS CHRISTMAS PARTY 
The Wolverine Base Christmas Party was 
held on 16 December 2018.  Members, 
spouses, significant others, and guests 
gathered at the Hamlin Pub in Shelby 
Township for the gala, organized by Bob 
and Denise Walsh, and presided over by 
Base Commander Fred Kinzel. 

Although for the most part a festive 
occasion, the meeting included a “Tolling 
of the Boats” for those boats lost in 
December, in honor of our shipmates on 
Eternal Patrol. 

A special guest at the party was Sandy 
Bower, founder of Vets Returning Home.  Vets Returning Home, a non-profit organization that helps homeless 
veterans in crisis reclaim their independence, is located in nearby Roseville.  At the party, Wolverine Base 
presented Sandy a check for $500 to support the organization’s efforts.  In addition, the proceeds of the 
monthly “50/50” raffle went to the organization.  And in keeping with the Christmas spirit, base member 
Darryl Skop, who won the 50/50, donated his winnings to Vets Returning Home.  Read more about this great 
organization on the next page. 
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VETS RETURNING HOME 
Vets Returning Home is a non-profit charity organized to help homeless veterans reclaim their independence.  
Operating out of a 11,000 square foot facility at 11 Mile Road and Gratiot Avenue in Roseville, MI, the 
organization provides a stable and sober living environment for veterans in crisis.  It successfully transitions 
approximately 140 veterans per year back into society as fully functioning community members. 

Vets Returning Home was founded in 2013 by Sandy Bower, a retired 
business owner looking for a philanthropic cause to support.  Her research 
led her to discover the plight of homeless veterans.  She purchased the old 
Red Cross building in Roseville and turned it into the 43-bed facility it is 
today, using her own money and with community support.  By design, Vets 
Returning Home receives no government funding. 

The organization currently serves about 250 families off-site, as well as up 
to 43 residents.  Both male and female veterans can be accommodated at 
the facility.  The full commercial kitchen serves more than 800 meals per 
week.  Most of the staff members are volunteers, including a doctor and a 
therapist.  Two resident staff members provide the necessary around-the-
clock services.  

Residents experience a 
highly structured 

setting.  Acceptance into the program requires the veteran 
to pass a drug and alcohol screening.  There is a morning 
meeting for all residents.  Those without outside jobs have 
in-house chores at the facility.  An “all hands” meeting is 
held weekly.  In return, veterans receive employment 
readiness training, aid with job placement, disability 
benefit connection, legal support, life skills training, and 
other services geared to enabling them to return as 
productive members of society.  The average length of stay 
for a resident is 3 to 6 months. The commercial kitchen 

    

 Computer facilities “Maverick” 

  

The main meeting and general 

purpose room. 
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A Thank You Note from Sandy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EAGLE SCOUT RECOGNITION 
BJ Young of Boy Scout Troop 31 in Marne, Michigan, was awarded the rank of Eagle 
Scout at a Court of Honor on October 27, 2018.  BJ’s Eagle Project was to work, 
research, and created a game plan to raise money to purchase sensory materials and 
other academic tools for students with special needs in the elementary buildings at 
Coopersville Area Public Schools. He raised over $3,000 and purchased, set up, and 
assembled over 150 items for students. 

This accomplishment had special meaning, as BJ suffers from Koolen-de Vries 
syndrome, a disorder characterized by developmental delay and mild to moderate 
intellectual disability.  He chose his Eagle project as a means of giving back to the 
school that has given him so much.  Phil Klintworth represented Wolverine Base at 
the Court of Honor and presented BJ with his USSVI certificate. 
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COMING EVENTS 
20 Jan 1600 Monthly base meeting, Hamlin Pub (22 Mile Rd & Hayes, Shelby Twp)  

17 Feb 1600 Monthly base meeting, Hamlin Pub (22 Mile Rd & Hayes, Shelby Twp) 

2 Mar 1800 5th Annual Vets Returning Home Dinner Fundraiser 
Royalty House Banquet Facility, 8201 Old Thirteen Mile Rd., Warren MI 48093 

17 Mar 1600 Monthly base meeting and St. Patrick’s Day Party 
Hamlin Pub (22 Mile Rd & Hayes, Shelby Twp) 

14-20 Aug  USSVI National Convention - Renaissance Hotel, Austin, TX 

 

 

 

 
LOST BOATS [JANUARY – MARCH] 

USS Scorpion (SS-278) 
Lost on Jan 5, 1944 with the loss of 77 officers and men in the 
East China Sea, on her 4th war patrol.  It is assumed she was 
sunk by a mine.   

USS Argonaut (SS-166) 
Lost on Jan 10, 1943 with the loss of 102 officers and men off 
Rabaul, on her 3rd war patrol.  While attacking a convoy, she 
torpedoed a Jap destroyer who along with 2 other destroyers 
depth charged her.  As she tried to surface, the destroyers 
sank her by gun fire. 

USS Swordfish (SS-193) 
Lost on Jan 12, 1945 with the loss of 89 officers and men 
somewhere near Okinawa, on her 13th war patrol.  Probably 
was lost to a mine.   

USS S-36 (SS-141) 
Lost on Jan 20, 1942 with no loss of life, on her 2nd war 
patrol.  She ran hard aground on a reef and radioed for help.  
The entire crew was rescued by a Dutch ship after they 
scuttled her.   

USS S-26 (SS-131) 
Lost on Jan 24, 1942 with the loss of 46 officers and men in 
the Gulf of Panama, on her 2nd war patrol.  She was rammed 
by the USS PC-460 and sunk within seconds.  The CO, XO and 
one lookout on the bridge, were the only survivors.   

USS Barbel (SS-316) 
Lost on Feb 4, 1945 with the loss of 81 officers and men on 
her 4th war patrol.  Based on Japanese records, she was 
bombed near the southern entrance to the Palawan Passage.   

USS Shark I (SS-174) 
Lost on Feb 11, 1942 with the loss of 59 officers and men on 
her 1st war patrol.  Shark was the 1st US submarine sunk by 
enemy surface craft in the Pacific.  She was most likely sunk 
by depth charges.   

USS Amberjack (SS-219) 
Lost on Feb 16, 1943 with the loss of 72 officers and men on 
her 3rd war patrol.  Off Rabaul, she was attacked by a 
Japanese patrol plane, attacked by a torpedo boat and then 
depth charged by a subchaser.  One additional man was killed 
earlier on the last patrol.   

USS Grayback (SS-208) 
Lost on Feb 26, 1944 with the loss of 80 officers and men on 
her 10th war patrol.  She appears to have been caught on the 
surface in the East China Sea by a Japanese carrier plane 
whose bombs made a direct hit.  During this patrol she sank 4 
ships totaling 21,594 tons and was tied for 11th in the 
number of ships sunk.   

USS Trout (SS-202) 
Lost on Feb 29, 1944 with the loss of 81 officers and men on 
her 11th war patrol.  She was sunk by escorts in the middle of 
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the Philippines Basin after sinking a passenger-cargoman and 
damaging another in a convoy.   

USS Perch (SS-176) 
Lost on March 3, 1942 near Java with no immediate loss of 
life, while on her 1st war patrol.  She survived 2 severe depth 
chargings in less than 200 feet of water by 3 Japanese 
destroyers.  The crew abandoned ship and scuttled her.  Of 
the 59 officers and men taken prisoner, 53 survived the war 
and six died as POWs.   

USS Grampus (SS-207) 
Lost on March 5, 1943 with the loss of 71 officers and men, 
on her 6th war patrol. She was lost in Vella Gulf, sunk after 
engaging 2 Japanese Destroyers.   

USS H-1 (SS-28) 
Lost on March 12, 1920 with the loss of 4 men as they tried to 
swim to shore after grounding on a shoal off Santa Margarita 
Island, off the coast of Baja California, Mexico.  Vestal (AR-4), 
pulled H-1 off the rocks in the morning of 24 March, only to 
have her sink 45 minutes later in some 50 feet of water.  She 
was originally named the USS Seawolf before becoming H-1.   

USS Triton (SS-201) 
Lost on March 15, 1943 with the loss of 74 men.  She was 
sunk north of the Admiralty Islands during a fight with 3 
Japanese Destroyers.  Triton was the 1st boat to engage the 

enemy in December 1941 off Wake Island, sinking 9 ships, 1 
submarine and a destroyer.   

USS Kete (SS-369) 
Lost on March 20, 1945 with the loss of 87 officers and men 
at the end of her 2nd war patrol.  Probably sunk near 
Okinawa, by a Japanese submarine that itself was 
subsequently lost.   

USS F-4 (SS-23) 
Lost on March 25, 1915 with the loss of 21 men.  She 
foundered 1.5 miles off of Honolulu when acid corrosion of 
the lead lining of the battery tank let seawater into the 
battery compartment, causing loss of control.  She was raised 
in August 1915.   

USS Tullibee (SS-284) 
Lost on March 26, 1944 with the loss of 79 officers and men, 
on her 4th war patrol.  It's believed she was a victim of a 
circular run by one of her own torpedoes.  The lookout was 
the only survivor and he survived the war as a Japanese 
prisoner.   

USS Trigger (SS-237) 
Lost on March 26, 1945 with the loss of 89 officers and men, 
on her 12th war patrol.  She was lost during a combined 
attack by Japanese antisubmarine vessels and aircraft.  
Trigger ranked 7th in total tonnage sunk and tied for 8th in 
number of ships sunk.   

 

 

Lost Harbor 
by Leslie Nelson Jennings 

 

There is a port of no return, where ships 

May ride at anchor for a little space 

And then, some starless night, the cable slips, 

Leaving an eddy at the mooring place . . . 

Gulls, veer no longer. Sailor, rest your oar. 

No tangled wreckage will be washed ashore. 
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Our purpose is To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their 

duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation 
toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution. 

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for 
the mutual benefit and enjoyment. Our common heritage as Submariners shall be strengthened by camaraderie.  We 
support a strong U.S. Submarine Force. 

The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will bring about the perpetual remembrance of those 
shipmates who have given the supreme sacrifice. The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it 
comes in contact with about the services our submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible the 
freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wolverine Base 

Macomb County, Michigan 

(586) 945-8561 

https://www.ussvimich.org/ 

Officers   
Base Commander:  Frederick J Kinzel 
Sr. Vice Commander:  Philip G. Klintworth 
Secretary:  Denise Walsh 
Treasurer:  Robert S. Walsh 
Chief of the Boat:  Dan Fay 
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