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WOLVERINE BASE IN TWO HOLIDAY PARADES 
Wolverine Base members proudly marched in the 72nd St Clair Shores Memorial Day Parade on May 25.  Then, 
with hardly a break in step, that was followed by an appearance in the Wyandotte Independence Day Parade 
on July 4. 

In St. Clair Shores, the 2 mile parade route ran north on Harper Avenue through the business district, with 
parade-goers lining both sides of the road for the entire route.  Recently inducted Holland Club Member 
Johann Krenzer was our Grand Marshall.  

Following the parade, Base members proceeded to the Cpl. Walter F. Bruce VFW Post 1146, a short distance 
from the end of the parade route, and conducted the Tolling of the Boats ceremony.  The ceremony was 
observed by many folks attending the other festivities being held at the VFW Post.  A musician from the Great 
Lakes Drum and Bugle Corps played “Taps” at the conclusion of the ceremony. 
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The Wolverine Base parade unit included a float carrying a model of USS Scorpion (SSN-589), the last United 
States submarine lost at sea.  Frank Woechan towed the float with his truck, outfitted with a submarine diving 
alarm.   

Carole Gunderson, lifetime Wyandotte resident and widow of recently deceased Base member “Woody” 
Gunderson, served as our Grand Marshall for the Wyandotte Parade.  The Tolling of the Boats ceremony was 
graciously hosted by VFW Post 1136. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WOLVERINE BASE HAS FOUR NEW HOLLAND CLUB MEMBERS 
Over the last several meetings, Wolverine Base has inducted four new members to the Holland Club: 
Dave Horvath, Johann Krenzer, Pete Thompson, and Frank Pasternacki. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave qualified in 1975 aboard USS Sam Rayburn (SSBN 635).  Johann qualified in 1956 in USS Corporal (SS-
346).  He is now the longest-qualified member of Wolverine Base.  
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Pete qualified aboard USS Jalao (SS-368) in 1967.  Frank qualified in 1966 in USS Perch (SS-313).  Wolverine 
Base now has 21 Holland Club Members. 

 
 

MATT MARENO WINS USSVI SCHOLARSHIP 
Matt Mareno, son of Wolverine Base member Steve Mareno and his wife Shelly, 
has been awarded a USSVI scholarship for the 2025-2026 school year.  Matt, a 
2025 honors graduate of Saline (MI) High School, will attend Wayne State 
University in Detroit, studying Mechanical Engineering.  Matt is also a standout 
baseball player (right-handed pitcher), who will play for the Wayne State 
Warriors. 

CONGRATULATIONS MATT! 

 

 

 

 

TRAINING FOR SEA CADETS 
On April 12, Base Commander Steve “Tex” Ritter, accompanied by Base members Frank Woechan, Sam 

Ritchie, and   Phil Klintworth provided information on the submarine service for members of the Great Lakes 

Division, U. S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps.  The U. S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps is a non-profit youth program chartered 

by Congress in 1962, and sponsored by the Navy League of the United States.  The program is for 13-17 year olds, male 

and female, with an interest in the Navy and the maritime industry.  There is also a junior program for 10-12 year olds.  A 

major feature of the Great Lakes Division is its training vessel, a YP (yard patrol craft) named Pride of Michigan.  LCDR 

Luke Clyburn, USNSCC, is the master of Pride of Michigan and Commanding Officer of the Great Lakes Division.  The 
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Wolverine Base members spoke to the Sea Cadets about life aboard the boats, duties and responsibilities of submarine 

crewmen, answered their many questions, and, of course, told some sea stories. 

      

 
 

WOLVERINE BASE SUPPORTS THE MISSION CONTINUES 
On Saturday, April 26, Mike and Autumn Loffreda, and Frank Wochen 
worked with The Mission Continues and All Things Women to help 
beautify the grounds and entranceway for the Women's and Homeless 
veteran shelter.  The Shelter is located on the grounds of St. Mary of 
Redford church, occupying the former rectory.  The building is only 
partially livable.  The Mission Continues has stepped up to help turn 
the dilapidated building into livable homes for homeless veterans.   

Mike, Autumn, and Frank tore 
out grass, graded and built a 32ft 
flower bed.  The larger group 
cleaned existing flower beds, 
built new flower beds, and 
cleaned the courtyard.  Lastly 
Mike and Autumn helped paint 
hop scotch patterns for the kids 
to play on. 

The Mission Continues empowers veterans through community service.  
The organization allows veterans to continue serving their country and 
community.  Veteran volunteers work in the most underserved areas to 
build, rebuild, and transform those communities.  

All Things Women, Inc. provides services to men, women, veterans, and 
families in the State of Michigan.  Since 2011, All Things Women has 
contributed to the decrease in the number of homeless Veteran men and 
women in the City of Detroit. 
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USSVI CONVENTION 2025 

The 2025 USSVI National Convention will be held from 31 August to 6 September at Rosen Shingle Creek 
Resort in Orlando, FL.  For further information, see the convention website:  https://subvetconvention.org/ 

 

COMING EVENTS 
17 Aug 1400 9th Annual Bubblehead BBQ  [Ozzie’s house - 3701 Brookshire St., Trenton, MI 48183] 

31 Aug – 6 Sep USSVI Convention, Rosen Shingle Creek Resort, Orlando, FL 

21 Sep 1500 Monthly base meeting, Buoy 12 [29161 Jefferson Ave, St Clair Shores, MI] 

 

 

LOST BOATS [July – September] 
USS S-28 (SS-133) 
Lost on July 4,1944 with the loss of 49 crew members. She 
was conducting training exercises off Hawaii with the US 
Coast Guard Cutter Reliance. After S-28 dove for a practice 
torpedo approach, Reliance lost contact. No distress signal or 
explosion was heard. Two days later, an oil slick was found 
near where S-28 had been. The exact cause of her loss 
remains a mystery.   

USS Robalo (SS-273) 
Lost on July 26,1944 with the loss of 81 crew members while 
on her 3rd war patrol. She struck a mine about 2 miles off the 
coast of Palawan. Four men survived and swam ashore, then 
were imprisoned by the Japanese. Unfortunately, they were 

put on a Japanese destroyer and lost when that destroyer 
was sunk.   

USS Grunion (SS-216) 
Lost on July 30,1942 with the loss of 70 crew members while 
on her first war patrol near Kiska Harbor. She radioed that 
she sank two sub-chasers and damaged a third, but was never 
heard from again. Grunion’s mangled remains were found in 
the Bering Sea in 2006 off the Aleutian Island of Kiska.   

USS Bullhead (SS-332) 
Lost on August 6,1945 with the loss of 84 crew members in 
the Lombok Strait while on her 3rd war patrol when sunk by a 
depth charge dropped by a Japanese Army plane. Bullhead 
was the last submarine lost during WWII.   
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USS Flier (SS-250) 
Lost on August 13,1944, with the loss of 78 crew members 
while on her 2nd war patrol. Flier was transiting on the 
surface when she was rocked by a massive explosion 
(probably a mine) and sank within less than a minute. 13 
survivors, some injured, made it into the water and swam to 
shore. 8 survived and 6 days later friendly natives guided 
them to a Coast Watcher and they were evacuated by the 
USS Redfin (SS-272).   

USS S-39 (SS-144) 
Lost on August 13,1942 after grounding on a reef south of 
Rossel Island while on her 3rd war patrol. The entire crew 
was able to get off and rescued by the HMAS Katoomba.   

USS Harder (SS-257) 
Lost on August 24,1944 with the loss of 79 crew members 
from a depth charge attack by a minesweeper near Bataan 
while on her 6th war patrol. Harder had won a Presidential 
Unit Citation for her first 5 war patrols and CDR Dealey was 
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor posthumously. 
Harder is tied for 9th in the number of enemy ships sunk.   

USS Cochino (SS-345) 
Lost on August 26, 1949 after being jolted by a violent polar 
gale off Norway caused an electrical fire and battery 
explosion that generated hydrogen and chlorine gasses. In 
extremely bad weather, men of Cochino and Tusk (SS-426) 
fought to save the submarine for 14 hours. After a 2nd 
battery explosion, Abandon Ship was ordered and Cochino 
sank. Tusk's crew rescued all of Cochino's men except for one 
civilian engineer. Six sailors from Tusk were lost during the 
rescue.   

USS S-5 (SS-110) 
Lost on September 1, 1920 when a practice dive went wrong 
and she sank bow-first, with her stern showing above the 
water. In a dramatic adventure, her exhausted crew was 
rescued during the next few days. Salvage attempts were 
unsuccessful, S-5 settled to the bottom and was abandoned.   

USS Grayling (SS-209) 
Lost on Sept 9, 1943 with the loss of 76 men near the Tablas 
Strait. Grayling was on her 8th war patrol and sank two ships 
before being lost.   

USS Pompano (SS-181) 
Pompano was sunk (between Sept 17 and Oct 5) with the loss 
of 77 men while on her 7th war patrol. Possibly lost on Sept 
17, 1943. Japanese records show that a submarine was sunk 
in her patrol area on 17 September by air & depth charge 
attack off the Aomori Prefecture near Shiriya Zaki. Before 
being lost, she sank two enemy cargo ships. The exact cause 
of her loss remains unknown, but she probably was sunk by 
the air/sea attack above or fell victim to a mine on or after 
9/25/1943. This boat's last recorded ship (Taiko Maru) sunk 
happened on Sept 25th, so she probably hit a mine on or 
after that date but before Oct 5th, when she was scheduled 
back at Midway.   

USS S-51 (SS-162) 
Lost on Sept 25, 1925 with the loss of 33 men when it was 
sunk after collision with SS City of Rome off Block Island.   

USS Cisco (SS-290) 
Lost on Sept 28, 1943 on her first war patrol with the loss of 
76 men in the Sulu Sea west of Mindinao.   

 

 

Eileen Mahoney’s poem “In Waters Deep” sums up the loss of sailors at sea. 
It uses (intentionally) the same meter as “In Flanders Fields” by John McCrae 

IN WATERS DEEP 
In ocean wastes no poppies blow, 

No crosses stand in ordered row, 

There young hearts sleep… beneath the wave… 

The spirited, the good, the brave, 

But stars a constant vigil keep, 

For them who lie beneath the deep. 

‘Tis true you cannot kneel in prayer 

On certain spot and think. “He’s there.” 

But you can to the ocean go… 

See whitecaps marching row on row; 

Know one for him will always ride… 

In and out… with every tide. 

And when your span of life is passed, 

He’ll meet you at the “Captain’s Mast.” 

And they who mourn on distant shore 

For sailors who’ll come home no more, 

Can dry their tears and pray for these 

Who rest beneath the heaving seas… 

For stars that shine and winds that blow 

And whitecaps marching row on row. 

And they can never lonely be 

For when they lived… they chose the sea. 

©2001 by Eileen Mahoney 
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Our purpose is To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their 

duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation 
toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution. 

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for 
the mutual benefit and enjoyment. Our common heritage as Submariners shall be strengthened by camaraderie.  We 
support a strong U.S. Submarine Force. 

The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will bring about the perpetual remembrance of those 
shipmates who have given the supreme sacrifice. The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it 
comes in contact with about the services our submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible the 
freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wolverine Base 

Macomb County, Michigan 
(586) 212-6757 

https://www.ussvimich.org/ 

Base Commander:  Steve Ritter 
Sr. Vice Commander:  Phil Klintworth 
Jr. Vice Commander:  Frank Woechan 
Secretary:  Carol Carter 

Treasurer:  Sam Ritchie 
Chaplain:  Robert Dickinson 
Storekeeper:  Frank Woechan 
Chief of the Boat:  Mike Loffreda 


1MC is published quarterly.  Submit items for publication to the editor, Phil Klintworth, at klintpg@umich.edu 

https://www.ussvimich.org/

