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FLAGS 

 

Wolverine Base is now in full production mode for unique wooden US flags with submarine dolphins.  The 
brainchild of base member Steve “Tex” Ritter and his neighbor Kevin Cornman (who provides the CNC 
machine and expertise), the flags have become extremely popular with Base members and others. 
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Here’s how Steve describes the process: 

My neighbor, Kevin Cornman cuts the wood pieces.  He may run 
the boards through the planer first to have a better finish and 
close tolerances.  He cuts the various pieces, then stains the 
blue sections.  When dry he puts it on his CNC (computer 
numeric control) machine.  The machine is programmed to cut 
the stars and dolphins.  I check over the pieces and decide what 
to put where (note my markings on the back)  I sand the front 
sides then stained the red pieces.  While the stain is drying I 
clean off equipment and sweep the floor.   

If there is to be additional script on the flag, Kevin sets it up on 
the CNC machine and runs that stripe.  I lay down the clamps and arrange the pieces face down.  
Sometimes I have to skim trim the width of short stripes to be the same depth as the dolphin/star piece.  I 
tighten clamps while keeping everything tight as possible together.  After tightening, the rig is tilted up to 
double check that the assembly is correct.  I measure to balance placement of the back strips, then glue 
and nail those.  Add the hanger strip.  I do a trim cut on the two sides (face down so you don’t get little 
splintering from the blade on the face, it’s on the backside then) to have fresh sides.  I then use the torch 
that seals the wood, then spray Clear coat to it.     DONE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 CNC that does the Stars & Dolphins Mitre saw and planer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Piecing to get best balance Glued and nailed back tie pieces 
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 Final edge cut Completed 

 
The flags come in two sizes: 

Large:  36” Wide, 19 3/8” High 
Small:  18 1/4” Wide, 9 3/4” High 

Place an order at any Base meeting. 

 

 

And you thought your quals were tough 
Part of the Control Room of a World War I German U-boat 
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USSVI Convention:  24 – 27 Aug 2022, Buffalo, NY 
The USSVI annual convention is one of the largest and most exciting annual gatherings of submarine veterans 
in the U.S.  This event offers attendees the environment, the setting and the unique opportunity to meet with 
fellow submariners to exchange ideas, reminisce and keep up to date on important information.  Details about 
the convention, available services and calendar of events can be found at       
https://ussviconvention.org/2022/ 

Hyatt Regency Buffalo / Hotel and Conference Center, Buffalo, NY  $119.00 per night per room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSEUM SUBMARINES 

A continuing feature of the 1MC is a roster of current USN museum submarines, and some information 

about each.  The current list follows.  The data is taken mainly from the website of the Historic Naval Ships 
Association [www.hnsa.org] and the websites of the boats themselves as indicated below.   

Name Hull No. Location Configuration Website 

USS Marlin (SST-2) Omaha, NE SST parks.cityofomaha.org/.../281-freedom-park 

USS Cod (SS-224) Cleveland, OH Fleet boat www.usscod.org/ 

USS Drum (SS-228) Mobile, AL Fleet boat www.ussalabama.com/ 

USS Silversides (SS-236) Muskegon, MI Fleet boat www.silversidesmuseum.org/ 

USS Cavalla (SS-244) Galveston, TX Guppy II www.galvestonnavalmuseum.com/ 

USS Cobia (SS-245) Manitowoc, WI Fleet boat www.wisconsinmaritime.org/ 

USS Croaker (SS-246) Buffalo, NY Guppy II www.buffalonavalpark.org/ 

USS Bowfin (SS-287) Pearl Harbor, HI Fleet boat www.bowfin.org/ 

USS Ling (SS-297) Hackensack, NJ Fleet boat www.njnm.org/ 

USS Lionfish (SS-298) Fall River, MA Fleet boat www.battleshipcove.org/ 

USS Batfish (SS-310) Muskogee, OK Fleet boat www.warmemorialpark.org/ 

USS Becuna (SS-319) Philadelphia, PA Guppy IA www.phillyseaport.org/ 

USS Clamagore (SS-343) Mount Pleasant, SC Guppy III www.patriotspoint.org/ 

USS Pampanito (SS-383) San Francisco, CA Fleet boat www.maritime.org/ 

USS Razorback (SS-394) North Little Rock, AR Guppy II www.aimmuseum.org/ 

USS Torsk (SS-423) Baltimore, MD Fleet snorkel www.historicships.org/ 

USS Requin (SS-481) Pittsburgh, PA Fleet snorkel www.carnegiesciencecenter.org/ 

USS Dolphin (AGSS-555) San Diego, CA Deep diving www.sdmaritime.org/ 

http://parks.cityofomaha.org/list-of-parks/281-freedom-park
http://www.ussalabama.com/
http://www.wisconsinmaritime.org/
http://buffalonavalpark.org/
http://www.bowfin.org/
http://www.njnm.org/
http://www.battleshipcove.org/
http://warmemorialpark.org/
http://www.phillyseaport.org/
http://www.patriotspoint.org/
http://www.maritime.org/index.html
http://aimmuseum.org/
http://www.historicships.org/
http://www.carnegiesciencecenter.org/
http://sdmaritime.org/
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USS Albacore (AGSS-569) Portsmouth, NH Experimental www.ussalbacore.org/ 

USS Nautilus (SSN-571) Groton, CT SSN www.ussnautilus.org/ 

USS Growler (SSG-577) New York, NY SSG www.intrepidmuseum.org/ 

USS Blueback (SS-581) Portland, OR Teardrop hull www.omsi.edu/submarine 

Featured in this issue is USS Albacore(AGSS-569) 
The third Navy vessel to bear the 
name, the Auxiliary General 
Submarine (AGSS) Albacore holds a 
place in history as the first Navy-
designed vessel with a true 
underwater hull of cylindrical shape 
that has become the standard for 
today's submarines worldwide. 

Designed, built, and maintained by the 
skilled engineers and craftsmen of the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Albacore 
served as a sea-going test platform 
from 1953 to 1972. Albacore's 
teardrop-shaped hull was the 
prototype for the Navy's nuclear 
powered submarine force and was the 

first boat built specifically to operate underwater. Prior to Albacore, submarines had been characterized as 
surface vessels that could submerge. With her revolutionary hull design and state-of-the-art systems, Albacore 
provided the Navy with an engineering platform to evaluate systems and design features before including 
them in future classes of submarines.  Her motto was Praenuntius Futuri (Forerunner of the Future) and her 
mission was experimental. 

Commissioned in December of 1953, Albacore was only 2/3rds the length of a World War II Fleet Boat and, 
when outfitted with her special high capacity silver-zinc battery, could outrun a contemporary nuclear 
submarine. In 1966, she set the record as the world's fastest submarine having attained an underwater speed 
of nearly 40 miles per hour. 

Used for testing control and propulsion systems, sonar 
equipment, dive brakes, escape mechanisms, and various 
innovative theories and equipment, Albacore was truly a 
unique Navy floating laboratory. 

In September of 1972, Albacore was decommissioned and 
placed in reserve at the Inactive Ship Facility in Philadelphia. 
Ten years later, Portsmouth City Councilman Bill Keefe began 
an effort to return Albacore to her place of birth as a 
permanent display. It took two years, lots of paperwork, and 
committee meetings before Albacore was towed from 
Philadelphia to the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. In May of 
1985, Albacore was maneuvered through a dismantled 
railroad bridge and a cutout section of four lane highway toward her final resting place. It took nearly six 
months and a system of locks before she finally was settled on a concrete cradle at Albacore Park.  

http://www.ussalbacore.org/
http://www.ussnautilus.org/
http://www.intrepidmuseum.org/
http://www.omsi.edu/submarine
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COMING EVENTS 
15 May 1600 Monthly base meeting, Hamlin Pub (22 Mile Rd & Hayes, Shelby Twp) 

29 May 1300 St. Clair Shores Memorial Day Parade (meet at 11:00 at Barrister Gardens) 

19 Jun 1600 Monthly base meeting, Hamlin Pub (22 Mile Rd & Hayes, Shelby Twp) 

24-27 Aug USSVI Convention, Hyatt Regency, Buffalo, NY 

 

 
 

 
LOST BOATS [APRIL – JUNE] 

USS Pickerel (SS-177) 
Lost on April 3, 1943 with the loss of 74 officers and men, 
while on her 7th war patrol. She was lost off Honshu. The 
exact cause of her loss has never been determined, but her 
OP area contained numerous minefields.   

USS Snook (SS-279) 
Lost on April 8, 1945 with the loss of 84 officers and men.  
Snook ranks 10th in total Japanese tonnage sunk, and is tied 
for 9th in the number of ships sunk.  She was lost near Hainan 
Island, possibly sunk by a Japanese submarine. 

USS Thresher (SSN-593) 
Lost on April 10, 1963 with the loss of 112 crew members and 
17 civilian technicians during deep-diving exercises.  15 
minutes after reaching test depth, she communicated with 
USS Skylark that she was having problems.  Skylark heard 
noises "like air rushing into an air tank" - then, silence.  
Rescue ship Recovery (ASR-43) subsequently recovered bits 
of debris, including gloves and bits of internal insulation.  
Photographs taken by Trieste proved that the submarine had 
broken up, taking all hands on board to their deaths in 1,400 
fathoms of water, some 220 miles east of Boston. 

USS Gudgeon (SS-211) 
USS Gudgeon (SS-211) was probably lost on April 18, 1944 
with the loss of 79 men SE of Iwo Jima, but may have been 
sunk on May 12, 1944 in another attack on an unidentified 
submarine and heard by several other submarines in the 
area.  Winner of 5 Presidential Unit Citations, Gudgeon was 
on her 12th war patrol.  Gudgeon was the first US submarine 
to go on patrol from Pearl Harbor after the Japanese attack.  
On her first patrol, she became the first US submarine to sink 
an enemy warship, picking off the submarine I-173.    

USS Grenadier (SS-210) 
Lost on April 22, 1943 near Penang, with no immediate loss of 
life.  She was on her 6th war patrol.  While stalking a convoy, 
she was spotted by a plane and dove.  While passing 130 feet, 
Grenadier was bombed, causing severe damage.  She was 
lodged on the bottom 270 feet and the crew spent hours 
fighting fires and flooding.  When she surfaced, she had no 
propulsion and was attacked by another plane.  While she 
shot down the plane.  When enemy ships arrived, the CO 
abandoned ship and scuttled the boat.  Of the 76 crew 
members taken prisoner, 72 survived the war.   

USS Lagarto (SS-371) 
Lost on May 3, 1945 with the loss of 86 men near the Gulf of 
Siam.  On her 2nd war patrol, she is believed to have been 
lost to a radar equipped minelayer.  This minelayer was sunk 
by USS Hawkbill (SS-366) 2 weeks later.   

USS Scorpion (SSN-589) 
USS Scorpion (SSN-589) was returning to Norfolk, VA. from a 
Mediterranean deployment.  On May 22, 1968 she reported 
her position to be about 50 miles south of the Azores.  
Scorpion was never heard from again.  The exact cause of her 
loss has never been determined.  99 officers and men were 
lost.   

USS Squalus (SS-192) 
On May 23, 1939 USS Squalus suffered a catastrophic valve 
failure during a test dive off the Isle of Shoals. Partially 
flooded, the submarine sank to the bottom and came to rest 
keel down in 240 feet of water.  Commander Charles 
Momsen and Navy divers on the USS Falcon (ASR-2) rescued 
33 survivors use the diving bell he invented.  26 men 
drowned in the after compartments.  Later Squalus was 
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raised and recommissioned as the USS Sailfish.  In an ironic 
turn of fate, Sailfish sank the Japanese aircraft carrier carrying 
surviving crew members from Sculpin, which had located 
Squalus in 1939.  Only one survived after spending the rest of 
the war as a slave laborer in Japan.   

USS Stickleback (SS-415) 
Lost on May 28, 1958 when it sank off Hawaii while under 
tow after collision with USS Silverstein (DE-534).  The entire 
crew was taken off prior to sinking.   

USS Herring (SS-233) 
Lost on June 1, 1944 with the loss of 83 men near Matsuwa 
Island.  Herring was on her 8th war patrol and was conducting 
a surface attack when a shore battery spotted her and made 
2 direct hits on her conning tower and causing her loss.  
Before being sunk, she had sank a freighter and a passenger-
cargoman.  Herring was the only US submarine sunk by a land 
battery.   

USS R-12 (SS-89) 
Lost on June 12, 1943 with the loss of 42 men near Key West, 
FL during a practice torpedo approach.  The cause was 
probably due to flooding through a torpedo tube.  The CO 
and 2 other men on the bridge survived, as did 18 crew 
members on liberty at the time of the accident.   

USS Golet (SS-361) 
Lost on June 14, 1944 with the loss of 82 men.  On her 2nd 

war patrol, Golet was apparently lost in battle with 
antisubmarine forces north of Honshu.    

USS Bonefish (SS-223) 
Lost on June 18, 1945 with the loss of 85 men when sunk 
near Suzu Misaki.  Winner of 3 Navy Unit Citations, Bonefish 
was on her 8th war patrol.  After sinking a passenger-
cargoman, Bonefish was subjected to a savage depth charge 
attack. 

USS S-27 (SS-132) 
Lost on June 19, 1942 when it grounded off Amchitka Island. 
She was on the surface in poor visibility, charging batteries 
and drifted into the shoals.  When she could not be freed and 
started listing, the captain got the entire crew to shore (400 
yards away) in relays using a 3-man rubber raft.  The entire 
crew was subsequently rescued.   

USS O-9 (SS-70) 
Lost on Jun 20, 1941 with the loss of 33 men when it 
foundered off Isle of Shoals, 15 miles from Portsmouth, NH.   

USS Runner (SS-275) 
Lost between June 26 & July 4th 1943 with the loss of 78 
men.  Runner was on her 3rd war patrol probably due to a 
mine.  Prior to her loss, she reported sinking a freighter and a 
passenger-cargoman off the Kuriles.  This boat's last known 
ship sunk happened on June 26th, so she probably hit that 
mine on or after that date but before July 4th, when she was 
scheduled back at Midway.   

 

 

 

Eileen Mahoney’s poem “In Waters Deep” sums up the loss of sailors at sea. 
It uses (intentionally) the same meter as “In Flanders Fields” by John McCrae 

IN WATERS DEEP 
In ocean wastes no poppies blow, 

No crosses stand in ordered row, 

There young hearts sleep… beneath the wave… 

The spirited, the good, the brave, 

But stars a constant vigil keep, 

For them who lie beneath the deep. 

‘Tis true you cannot kneel in prayer 

On certain spot and think. “He’s there.” 

But you can to the ocean go… 

See whitecaps marching row on row; 

Know one for him will always ride… 

In and out… with every tide. 

And when your span of life is passed, 

He’ll meet you at the “Captain’s Mast.” 

And they who mourn on distant shore 

For sailors who’ll come home no more, 

Can dry their tears and pray for these 

Who rest beneath the heaving seas… 

For stars that shine and winds that blow 

And whitecaps marching row on row. 

And they can never lonely be 

For when they lived… they chose the sea. 

©2001 by Eileen Mahoney
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Our purpose is To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their 

duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation 
toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution. 

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for 
the mutual benefit and enjoyment. Our common heritage as Submariners shall be strengthened by camaraderie.  We 
support a strong U.S. Submarine Force. 

The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will bring about the perpetual remembrance of those 
shipmates who have given the supreme sacrifice. The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it 
comes in contact with about the services our submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible the 
freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wolverine Base 

Macomb County, Michigan 

(586) 945-8561 

https://www.ussvimich.org/ 

Officers   
Base Commander:  Frederick J Kinzel 
Sr. Vice Commander:  Philip G. Klintworth 
Secretary:  Denise Walsh 
Treasurer:  Robert S. Walsh 
Chaplain:  Ron Wilkins   
Chief of the Boat:  Ted Smiglewski 

https://www.ussvimich.org/

